
UKIE CONTRACT TEMPLATE
CONTRIBUTOR RELEASE – VOICEOVER AND SIMILAR SERVICES
IMPORTANT NOTES – PLEASE READ BEFORE USING THIS DOCUMENT

1. This document has been prepared by Ukie Associate Member, Harbottle & Lewis. It is a basic contributor release intended to be used by a party wishing to use a performer’s voice or other performance in a video game.

2. The document is intended to be easy to use during the course of production, and to be signed on short notice.

3. This document assumes that the relationship between the parties will be an arm’s length work-for-hire arrangement whereby the party developing the game will:

a. request that the individual contributes, by way of example, dialogue, instrumental and/or vocal talents, and/or any other performance and/or sound effects, for use in a video game;

b. own all of the intellectual property rights in the recordings of the contribution;

c. pay the contributor a fee per 4 hour session; and

d. have no obligation to pay the contributor any further sums or on-going royalties.

4. This document is designed to be fair and balanced and not to place unreasonable obligations on either party. If further protections for either party or a more tailored approach is required, you should seek legal advice.

5. This document contains various placeholders in yellow highlighted square brackets that will need to be reviewed and either completed, deleted, accepted or amended before it can be issued. 

6. This document has been prepared in light of the applicable English law as March 2020 and will not reflect any subsequent changes to the law after such date.
7. If engaging an artist who is a citizen or resident of the United States of America, guild issues may be relevant. Seek legal advice, ideally before initiating contact with any US agent/lawyer for the artist. 
8. This document is intended to be used as a simple starting-point for a first draft of the document and does not constitute legal advice from Harbottle & Lewis LLP.  You should seek legal advice if you intend to make any changes to the document. Please contact Sarah Lazarides (sarah.lazarides@harbottle.com) if you wish to discuss any aspect of this document.

CONTRIBUTOR RELEASE
	Company:
	[INSERT NAME OF COMPANY]

	Game:
	[INSERT NAME OF GAME]

	Contributor:
	[INSERT NAME]

	Address:
	[INSERT ADDRESS]

	Telephone Number:
	[INSERT NUMBER]

	Date of Birth:
	[INSERT DATE] 

	NI Number:
	[INSERT NUMBER]

	Fee:
	£[INSERT AMOUNT] per 4 hour session

	Date:
	[INSERT DATE]


In consideration of the payment of the Fee, Contributor hereby irrevocably grants to Company the right to make audio and/or audio-visual recordings of Contributor’s performance(s) (which may include without limitation dialogue, instrumental and/or vocal and/or other performance and/or sound effects) (Recordings) in relation to the Game (which for the purposes of this Contributor Release includes all versions and iterations thereof and and any other games connected to the same as well as any audiovisual works developed or produced to promote such games) the style, format, nature and content of which has been fully explained to Contributor, in accordance with the following terms and conditions:
1. Contributor agrees that Contributor will perform its services to the best of its skill and ability promptly and punctually in a proper and efficient manner in compliance with Company’s instructions.
2. Contributor hereby irrevocably assigns to Company free of all charges, encumbrances and rights exercisable by third parties and, without prejudice to the foregoing, with full title guarantee, and where the assignment is of copyright or performers' property rights, by way of assignment of present and future copyright and performers’ property rights, all right, title and interest of whatsoever nature (including, without limitation, all copyright and performers’ property rights and any so-called rental or lending rights and similar rights and all satellite broadcasting and cable retransmission rights) throughout the universe, whether vested or contingent, in and to the Recordings, all material, works (including all literary, dramatic, musical and artistic works), writing, ideas, gags and dialogue composed, submitted or interpolated by Contributor in connection with the preparation or production of the Game, and all other products of Contributor’s services in connection with the Game (collectively the Products), for Company to hold the same absolutely, for the full period of those rights wherever subsisting or acquired, including all renewals, reversions, revivals and extensions and thereafter (insofar as may be or become possible) in perpetuity. Contributor agrees that the Products are and shall be deemed to be works made for hire for Company in accordance with the U.S. Copyright Act.
3. Contributor hereby grants Company all consents which are or may be required under Part II of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (Act) and any statutory modifications or re-enactment thereof, or pursuant to any other law in any jurisdiction, for the exploitation of the Products whether as recordings, films, photographs or otherwise and whether as part of the Game or any other game or product or otherwise, throughout the universe in perpetuity, in any and all media and by any and all means now or hereafter known or devised without any restriction whatsoever. 
4. Contributor hereby irrevocably waives in perpetuity in respect of the Game and the Products the benefits of any provision of law known as “moral rights” or any similar law in any country (including, without limitation, under Sections 77 to 85 and 205C to 205N inclusive of the Act) and undertakes not to commence or support an action for infringement of such rights. Contributor agrees that Company has the unfettered right to modify the Products or any part of thereof as Company sees fit.
5. Contributor acknowledges and agrees that Company shall be the sole and exclusive owner of the Game, including, without limitation, every element thereof (including, without limitation, any character portrayed by Contributor), the copyright therein, and all of the results and proceeds of Contributor’s services hereunder, for all purposes and that Company shall have the right in perpetuity, to distribute and exploit the Game and all or any part of the Products either separate from or together with the Game or any other material, without limit as to the number of times or places throughout the universe, in all languages, by any means and in any and all media now known or hereafter devised. Company shall have the right to cut, edit, add to, subtract from, arrange, rearrange and revise the Game, and all or any part of such results and proceeds, as Company may determine in its sole discretion. Without limiting the foregoing, Company shall have the right to use and authorise others to use, in any manner and by any means now known or hereafter devised, including, without limitation, in connection with commercial tie-ups and/or as part of any themed entertainment venue, restaurant, or store, the Products, as well as my name, sobriquet, photograph, likeness, signature, voice and/or caricature (Name and Likeness), in connection with the Game and/or the Products and/or the advertising, publicising, promotion and exploitation of the Game and/or the Products in any and all media and format now known or hereafter devised in perpetuity. Company shall have the right to use Contributor’s Name and Likeness, clips (including photography and soundtrack) in which Contributor appears, behind-the-scenes footage, outtakes, bloopers and all Products however Company deems fit, including, without limitation, in connection with any so-called “new media”, promotional films, trailers, commercial tie-ins, merchandising, publishing undertaking and added value material of any kind for exploitation in any media without additional compensation. 

6. Contributor will, upon request, execute, acknowledge and deliver to Company any and all documents and do any other acts as Company may reasonably deems necessary to evidence, and effectuate, protect or enforce all or any of Company’s rights hereunder.

7. Contributor hereby agrees that the Fee is a complete buy-out of all rights in the Products and Contributor shall not be entitled to any further sums whatsoever by reason of the exploitation of the Game or from any other exploitation of any of the rights in the Products by any and all means and in any and all media now known or hereafter devised. Contributor also confirms that the Fee takes into account and includes full, equitable and adequate remuneration for the assignment and exercise of Contributor’s rental and lending rights.
8. Contributor hereby agrees that Company shall be under no obligation to make any use of the Products and shall not be liable to Contributor in the event that the Products are not incorporated in the Game or in any product derived therefrom.
9. Company shall have the right to hire a sound-alike to perform the role performed by Contributor hereunder.

10. Contributor agrees that it is self-employed and that Company has no obligations of an engager or employer (including, without limitation, any obligation to deduct withholding or other taxes or any social security, national insurance, disability insurance or other payments, and/or any obligation to make payments for holiday in lieu pursuant to the EC Working Time Directive or the UK Working Time Regulations) and Contributor hereby agrees to indemnify Company on demand against any and all losses, demands, claims, costs, damages, expenses (including, without limitation, legal costs and expenses) and liabilities arising out of or in connection with the same. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Contributor agrees that Company has the right to deduct any such amounts if required to do so under law.

11. As a fundamental term hereof, Contributor hereby agrees to keep confidential and not to divulge or disclose or permit the disclosure of any information of any nature or kind relating to the Game or to Company’s general affairs coming within Contributor’s knowledge by reason of the Game or this Contributor Release. Contributor agrees not to photograph, tape film or otherwise record any activities of any person or to furnish or authorise any advertising matter or publicity in any form relating to the Game, Contributor’s character(s) or Contributor’s services in connection with the Game. Contributor undertakes that it shall not, without Company’s prior written consent, use the voice of the character(s) for which it is rendering services hereunder (except in connection with its services to Company).
12. Contributor represents, warrants and undertakes that it is fully entitled to enter into this Contributor Release and to grant all rights herein and that it is at least 18 years old. The Products shall be true and original to Contributor and shall not contain anything which is defamatory or an infringement of copyright or in contempt of court or which is calculated to bring the Game, Company, Company’s affiliates or any licensee or distributor into disrepute. Contributor warrants that it has provided Company with a copy of Contributor’s passport and any original documents required to establish Contributor’s eligibility to render services in relation to the Game.
13. Unless otherwise specified herein, Company shall be under no obligation to accord Contributor a credit. In the event that Contributor is accorded a credit, such credit shall be subject to any distributor exclusions and restrictions and shall only be accorded if Contributor has rendered all services required and is not in breach hereunder and provided further that Contributor’s voice is retained in the Game. Any and all aspects of such credit shall be subject to Company’s sole discretion. Company’s (including, without limitation, Company’s assigns, licensees, distributors or sub-distributors) casual, inadvertent or other failure to accord such credit shall not be deemed a breach of this Contributor Release.

14. Contributor agrees that Company shall not be liable to Contributor or Contributor’s legal representatives for any loss or damage to Contributor or Contributor’s property caused or suffered in connection with Company’s making of the Game. Contributor agrees to comply with Company’s Codes of Conduct (if any), including those relating to conflicts of interest, sexual harassment and anti-theft. 
15. Contributor agrees that Company may freely assign and license Company’s rights under this Contributor Release and acknowledge that this Contributor Release shall inure to the benefit of Company, Company’s assignees and licensees.
16. Contributor agrees that in the event of any breach of this Contributor Release by Company, Contributor shall not be entitled to enjoin and/or injunct the distribution and/or exploitation of the Game and any legal remedy Contributor may have shall lie in an action at law for damages and that damages shall be an adequate remedy.
17. Contributor confirms that this Contributor Release sets forth the entire agreement and understanding between Company and Contributor in respect of the Recordings, the Products and the Game and supersedes all prior agreements and understandings whether written or oral pertaining thereto, and cannot be modified except by a written instrument signed by each of Contributor and Company. Contributor agrees that its engagement with respect to the Game is not subject to the jurisdiction, agreements or provisions of any guild or union or any collective bargaining agreement, guild or union regulations. Contributor acknowledges and agrees that the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 shall not apply to this Contributor Release or to any of its provisions.
18. Company hereby notifies Contributor of Company’s intention to process Contributor’s personal data in accordance with the terms of Company’s privacy notice available via the following link [INSERT URL], and any subsequent amendments thereto. Contributor may at any time request from Company a hard copy of Company’s then-applicable privacy notice.
This Contributor Release and any dispute or claim arising out of or in connection with this Contributor Release or its subject matter (including non-contractual disputes or claims) shall be governed by and construed in accordance with English law and Contributor and Company hereby subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the English courts.

Agreed and accepted 

	
	
	

	Contributor
	
	[INSERT NAME OF COMPANY]
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